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17 HILE others are recording the fam „ | 
g of, your Brother in the, American, 
y war,, there is an, unaccountable ſilence ob- 
ſerved. in reſpect to, Four, Lordſhip o exploits. 
| Whether this ſilence is owing to the. general, 
eſteem for your naval abilities, or to the at- 
tention, of the Public being engaged by the 
memorable actions of your Brother, I ſhall 
not determine. But as every man who ac- 
cepts of a public truſt, ought, if he executes. 
it with honour and fidelity, to receive reward 
and applauſe; if with indolence and neglect, 
diſgrace and condemnation; I mean to re- 


ſeue your Lordſhip's name from the ob- - 
"0 livion : 
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n "under which it is likely to re- 
main. 


Upon the revolt of the Colonies, your 
friends ſolicited, and your Lordſhip accept- 
ed of the command in America. Your ſkill 
and bravery was univerſally acknowledged ; 
and your country formed the higheſt ex pec- 
tations of your ſucceſs. The nature of your 
commiſſion was twofold To ſettle amicably 
the matters in diſpute between Great Britain 
and her Colonies, by an offer to redreſs their 


grievances; and to reduce them, by arms, if 
3 refraQory, to their reaſonable obedience. The 
terms of accommodation were adjuſted by 
_ your own ideas of right, and of what, in your 


opinion, the Americans derer with | gratitude 
to o embrace. os 


| On your arrival in America you met a de- 
legation from the Congrels, the pretend ed 
repreſentatives of the Colonies, for they were 
not appointed, nor was their conduct approv- 
ed of, by one fifth part of the people * Theſe 


* See Mr. Oaloway- s Examination before the Houſe of 


Commons, publiſhed for J. Wi: 1 p. 64, 65, 66. f 
2 ED delegates 


delegates refuſed to treat with your Lordſhip 
in ſuch manner as you thought cogſiſtent 
with the dignity of your Sovereign. At this 
time you knew that their affairs were in the 
greateſt confuſion; that violent parties agitat- 
ed the whole country; that one of theſe par- 
ties, conſiſting of the far greater part of the 
people, were zealouſly attached to the Britiſn 
government. The civil powers of the new 
ſtates were not eſtabliſhed ; their troops were 
undiſciplined, and in a great degree deſtitute 
of neceſſary appointments; they had then 
formed no naval or military magazines, 
and their future ſupplies were much within 
the compaſs of your power. Their ports were 
naked and defenceleſs, and their new ſtates 
were without foreign connections, while a 
Britiſh fleet, of an amazing force, was riding 
in their principal harbour, and an a 
n 0 was landed in their country. | 


Eeery man who wiſhes to  redues a coun- 
try will make the minds and diſpoſitions of 
the people the firſt great objects of his atten- 
tion; and theſe are often more eaſily gained 


218 Mr. Gallowa;? 8 Examination, p. ſo 3s 4. . 
3 by 
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by policy than . This truth "Ry Dover 


neſs of the inhabitants, ever promiſe more 
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* 


confirm ed a thobſand times by experience and 
ſucceſs, And in no country did the prejudices 
and attachments, the diſtractions and weak 


ſucceſs, in a negociation with a people at 
large, than was at that time offered, in 
a an C 


. 


„The eee _ prong adherents - — 
publicly declared, that the Britiſh govern- 
ment did not intend to redreſs the Ameri- 
&. can grievances; that they were reſolved to 
<« tax the Coloniſts without t heir conſent; and 
that it was the direct object“ of your 
« Sovereign to reduce them to a ſtate of ab- 
* ſolute tyranny *.” And to impreſs theſe 
aſſertions as truths in the minds of the people, 
they further declared, that they had found, : 


in the wanne of their members with Fane . 


» See 2 Declaration by the Hibs of the Unized 
States of America in General Congreſs aſſembled—in which 
they aſſert, That the hiſtory of the preſent King of Great | 
« Britain is a hiſtory of repeated 'ivjuries and uſurpations, all 
«© having in direct object the eſtabliſhment of an ab/o/ute tyranny 


« over theſe States.” Pennſylvania Gazette, July 10, 776. 


Lordſhip, 


5 5 


Tord that your « omnbilMi contained 
no other 1 of” importance ti 


«ſuch 1 Hay as the ris roof cat 


think proper to make, and of declaring 
% America, or any part of it, to be in the 
* King's peace upon Subnr No, on . All this 

was done, as it were, in your preſence. Every 
public document, every argument they could 
invent, was induſtriouſſy diſperſed to ſupport 
theſe falſehoods, and to retain the people un- 


der this deluſion.—Many faw the deception 
and many ſuſpected, and yet dreaded. the 


truth of their. aſſertions. | Theſe ſuſpicions 
and fears were ftrongly operating on the 
minds of a conſiderable part of the people. 
Many heſitating under the influence of the 
firſt, remained unconcerned with the rebel 
lion, and others under the ſecond, were led . 
to take up arms in favour of | Congrefs, 
But all of them hoped on your arrival to 


oy ſome explicit and ſpecific offers to redreſs 


* See the Dovleration of FOR in | Towne 3 aon 
Evening Poſt, d en 505 ret . 
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their grievances ., They wiſhed to know 
clearly and narticalady what government ex- 
pected from them, and on what terms. And 
they had reaſon to expect from your Lord- 
ſhip and your Brother, Commiſſioners of their 
Sovereign, and who beſides had aſſumed the 
character of friends to America, that you. 


would explain, without reſerve, the extent of 

power and that meaſure of liberty with which 
they were in future to be governed. It was 
not to be expected, that any thing ſhort of 


an explicit declaration of your powers cauld 
confute thoſe falſehoods, and remove thoſe 
fears which had been impreſſed on their 
minds with ſo much art and induſtry by the 
Congreſs. And yet your firſt declaration of 
the 20th of June I 770, cantained nothing 
more than an intimation of your power to 


grant free and general pardons,” and ta 
6. reſtore the Colonies wt the peace of his 


Mr. Galloway's Examination before the Houſe of Com- 
mons, publiſhed by Wilkie, pai»: from page 3 to 13. I believe,” 
ſays Mr. Galloway, in page 9, in the Middle Colonies where 
4] reſided, it was generally the wiſh of the people to treat with 
& the King's Commiſſioners; and | have the beſt reaſon to be- 
at lieve, that it was in purſuance of the clamour of the people 
c about the Congreſs in Philadelphia, that they ſent three Com- 
v miſjoners to meet * and Sir William Howe.“ 


% Majefty;® 


18, 1776. 


62 


** Msjeſty *; * and in that of 19th of Sep- | 


tember ee you : only ſignify vour 


deſire to confer with his -Majeſty's well 


affected ſubjects, and that his Majeſty 
&« was diſpoſed to direct a reviſion of his royal 
« inſtructions, &c.“ and to: concur in the 
« reviſal of all acts by which his Ae way 
6; thinks themſelves en 525 ei 
| Hott 
1. my Bond kn ene was ben 
extenſive and libetal; if you and your 
Brother had full . to compromiſe the 
<« diſpute between Great Britain and America, 


* upon terms advantageous to both; and if 


the obtaining thoſe terms detained you two 
„ months in England,” as yon declared in 

your meſſage to the Congreſs by General 
Sullivan ; and if upon a“ perpetual grant 


e of taxes by the reſpective Aſſemblies to the 


& Crown, you had the power to engage, that 


. a formal rlinquiſhmcot ſhould be made of "4 


» + See the Declaration i in the Pennſylania Gazette, July 24s | 


| 1775 


Kh See the Declaration i in the rau d Gazette, O2tober 
7 See the meſſage. in the Pennſylrania Guaere, een 
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te taxation. web the Colonies, * ah e tuft 
conclude-you bad from your letter to Lord 
 Drummand * ;/ why did you content your- 
ſelves, in your firſt declaration of 2oth June 
1776, with only declaring. them to be thoſe 
of granting free and general pardons; and 
of reftoring the Colonies to the peace of his 
« Majeſty ?” And after you had met the 
Delegates of Congreſs, when: they declared 
to the people, that you had no other powers 
but thoſe mentioned in your firſt declara- 
tion, Why did you, in your addreſs to the 
people of 1th September, suly ſignify to 
them that you were defirous to confer 
„with his Majeſty's well-affefed ſubjei lu; 
and that his Majeſty war diſpgſed to direct 
ua reviſal of his royal inſtructions, "8c; 
and that he was diſpoſed e tb eoncur in the 
„ revifal of all acts by which his ſubjeQs may 


288 think themſelves aggrieved ** This," my 
Lord, was truly a delicate mode of declar- 


ing your powers, and his Majeſty's. gracious 


intentions towards his well-affeted ſubjects. 


It was too polite for a warrior, and too un- 


5 certain and ae for Commiſſioners 


V See the leiter in the Peanſylvania Gazette, September 1, | 


1776. 
from 


from a ſtate that was determined to offer 


and to obtain juſtice. To the Rebel Congreſs, | 


who had taken up arms againſt your Sove- 


reign, and were reſolved to reject every pro- 
poſal with ' contempt, however juſt, you 
were more explicit; to the © well- affected, 
who wiſhed to embrace them with cordia- 
lity, you were equivocal, obſcure, and le- 


eret. 


But 1 did you publik this addreſs" to 


the people at all? Was it to refute the in- 


famous falſehoods alleged by the Congreſs, 
that your Sovereign © intended to reduce 


them to abſolute deſpotiſm ?” Was it to 
contradict their public declaration, that you 


had no power but to “ grant pardons, and 
eto reſtore the Colonies to the peace of the 
« Crown?” No, my Lord: it was rather 


calculated to confirm, than diſprove, thoſe 


falſehoods; for it amounted to nothing more 


than that you had a power to“ confer” 


(not to treat, not to confirm, or even to give 
aſſurances of the confirmation of what you 
had to propoſe); and that his Majeſty was 
di e to direct a revi 5 on of the acts, not 
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that he had directed you to ied . 
Surely this was not the mode to alienate the 
minds of the people from the Congreſs, to 
convince them of the juſtice of the Britiſh 
government, or to gain dem over to your 


country. 


3 my Lords - Aer the ſucceſſes & 


your Brother in Long I/land, New York, the 
White Plains, and Jerſeys ; when you were 


in poſſeſſion of the whole Province of New 
Jerſey, ' and Pennſylvania was at your. feet; 
when the terror of the Britiſh arms had 


| ſtruck a panic into almoſt every diſloyal 


breaſt, and the Congreſs themſelves had given 


up all as loſt“; why did you not embrace 


* : a ; 7 % - 0 
$ E; thi 8 
1 & 4 . ' 0 * 


4 Mr, Gallowsy's Exantinkitbi p. 16. 1 | had very 38 
ah opportunities of knowing the ſtate of the Middle Colonies, in 


which I include New York, New Ferſey, Pennſylvania, the 


% Delaware Counties, Maryland, and Virginia. Gentlemen 
of fortune and integrity, on whom I could rely, came in to 
«© me at Philadelphia from Norfolk, Williamſburgh, Frederickſ- 


burg, the diſtant county of Botetourt, Fort Pitt, and the 


« intermediate parts of New York, New Jerſey, Maryland, and 
* the Delaware Counties, from whom I made it my buſineſs to 


* learn the ſtate of the diſpoſitions of the people of thoſe Co- | | 


“ lonies, as well at that time, as in the year 1776, when Sir 
« William Howe was at Treniown. And I was informed by 
| | * all 


En) 


this eritical moment, when the minds of men 
were thus prepared for the purpoſe, to ex- 
plain with preciſion the upright intentions 
of Government towards them? Why did 


you not take a ſingle ſtep towards reconcil- 
ing the province you had then conquered, as 


an example to the reſt? This policy was ſo. 
obvious, ſo neceſſary to the ſucceſs of your 
commiſſion, that it could not poſſibly have 
eſcaped your attention. You muſt have ſeen, 
that, circumſtagced as the Colonies were at 
the times 1 have mentioned, this meaſure 


60 all of them, th at the ok be * all thoſe * 


and that very frw entertained _ of Lappen * | 
t pendence.” 


a 


4 


Tbid. p. 18. I was informed as every one I 1 


4 with on the ſubject, that the Congreſs and the Rebel States, 


4 in which I include all their officers, fled in a panic from Phi- 
& ladelphia, many of them leaving their property behind them. 
% And when I was laſt at Philadelphia, I was informed by two 


* of three gentlemen, that they were appointed by a number 


cc of reſpectable inhabitants of the city of Philadelphia to wait 
« on Congreſs, and to inform them, that they certainly would 
1 go out and meet Sir William Howe, in caſe he ſhould croſs : 


the Delaware, and implore his proteQion in behalf of the in- 


« habitants—That they did wait on Congreſs accordingly, de- 
4 livered their meſſage, and received for anſwer. from the Con- 


e oreſs, that they could not blame _ for they could no =P ; 


« protect them,” 


C8 | A 


Tn 


ds have "reſcued. the 1 people 


from their deluſion; would have brough 
multitudes over to the ſide of Government, and 
greatly weakened the rebellion, if it had not 
been the means of compelling the Congreſs 
to lay down their arms, and accept of the 
terms propoſed. And yet it is a truth, that 


you and your Brother ftill contented your. 


ſelves with only publiſhing again an offer 
of pardon, without the leaſt intimation 
of your powers *. There is ſomething ſa 
equivocal, Ao inexplicable in this whole con- 
duct, ſo inconſiſtent with the tenor of your 
truſt, with the ſervice of your Sovereign, 


with the practice of all ſenſible men, and 
even with the dictates of humanity itſelf, 


that it is impoſſible to trace it * to a Jan 


5 able motive. 


The refuſal of Chngrels. to treat but upon 


their own terms, and your Lordſhip's deelin- 


ing to make an appeal to the people at large, 


by opening to them the extent of your com- 


miſſion, was an appeal to the ſword. 5 From 


See the Commiſſioners proclamation. of November 30g 


1776. 
| | : that 


( 0 


that moment. your firſt ene ceaſed ; 
and it became your duty to deviſe every mea- 
ſure your naval abilities could ſuggeſt; and to 
. exert every power your Sovereign had put 
into your hands, to ſuppreſi the rebellion. = 


For FER 1 you ** your Drehe 
were entruſted with the command of a force 
vaſtly ſuperior to the object. MWe have ſeen 
Him in America at the head of 40,000 * high. 
ſpirited veteran troops, perfectly diſciplined 
and appointed. The northern army, in ad- 
dition, was ordered to co- operate with them. 
The Congreſs, with their utmoſt exertions, 
were not able to bring into the field, at any 
one time, more than 18,000 men, for the 
moſt part not 8000, and at ſeveral times leſs 
than 4000; and theſe were new-raiſed, un- 
diſciplined, and badly appointed troops Þ. 
The force delivered to your Lordſhip's com- 
mand, was more ſuperior to its object than 
that of 7 Brother. You * in che year 


0 Major Genera Robertſon's Examination before the Houſe 
of Commons. 3 


+ Mr, Galloway's Evidence before the Houſe of Commons, 
publiſhed by Wilkie, p. 14. 39. 


4 p 


1776, 


* * .. d. GE I» 2 * 
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1776, ſixty-fix, and in the year following | 
eighty-one, veſſels of war, of every ſize and 
draught of water that could poſſibly be of 


| ſervice in that country. Their force was 


moſt extravagant, and their numbers more than 
ſufficient to line | the whole American coaſt, 
from Boſton to the Savanna, when ſtationed 
within ſight one of another, had it been ne- 
ceflary. The naval force of the Congreſs was 
no more than twelve veſſels, of the ſmaller 
ſize, and none PN. 32 guns. | 


See, my Lord: an eſtitiate of the force 
committed to your direction, and of that which 
you had to contend with. The one is ſo 
great, and the other ſo trifling, that all pro- 
r is loſt in the compariſon. | 


1 The diſtance from Boſton to Seng is not nine hundred 
miles, fixty-fix veſſels of war will therefore line the whole coaſt 
between thoſe ports, when ſtationed within fve leagues, and 
eighty-one when ſtationed within about zhree leagues one of 
another. This is not mentioned as an eligible plan of deſiroy- 
ing the rebel navy. It is rather to ſhew how abundantly ſuf- 
ficient the force under the Britiſh Admiral was to block up their 
trade, and cut off their foreign ſupplies. * As to their navy, it 
was only to be deſtroyed by entering their iy * at that 
time were open and W 


A LisT 
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A Lis of the Ships of War on the 
|  North-American Station 1 in the Years 
\ 3 1776 and 1777. i 


N. B. . Thoſe which are e marked * ® were ſent out in n. 


K Guns. 5 8 oe 
15 "> $3" *Brune {OY 32 
Aſia 8 „Emerald ne” 32 
Somerſet - 64 Niger 33 
Eagle ©. 64 Orpheus 32 


* Ambuſcade 64 Pearl e en | 
Briſtol 50 Thames 
Centurion 1 50 *Ambuſcade | 32 
Chatham = 50 * Diamond 0 223 N 
. Experinent o Laxkk̃᷑ ́ D 
Jerſey 50 » Richmond 32 


Iſis 2-26. nee, un. 
Preſ.on 2 Theses, 
Renown 50 Liverpool 28 
Phœenix 44 Adive = 
Roebuck 44 *Carysfort . 28 
*Rainbow 44 Cerberus | 08 - 
* Blonde % fox - 28 


Lizard 


* — 
Syren 

Tartar 
Triton 


3 a 
Acteon 


Boreas 


Deal Caſtle 


| Fowey 


Greyhound 


GI aſgow | 


Camilla 
Lively 
Roſe 


Scarborough | 
Sphynx 


Falcon 
Ferret 


Merlin 
Atalanta | 
King's-fiſher : 
Senegal 
N 


Mercu ry 
* Daphne 


* 


28 
bf 11 5 * 
11 
; 24 

/ 


Nautilus 
Scorpion 


Martin 


Swan 


Hawke 


Otter 


Viper 


24 * Carcaſs 


24, — -” 
„ 


24 


gs 


ET + 20 


Ar med Veſſels, . 


ones 
Cherokee 
Diligent | | 
| Gaſpee 
Halifax 
Magdalene 


Hope 


St. John 
Sultana 


excluſi ve 


try) 


excluſive of the Romney of 50 guns, the Sur- 


prize of 28, the Aldborough of 20, and an arm- 


eq 1 ſchooner on the N ewfoundland ſtation. | 


A Liſt of the Rebel Navy in 776. 


The Alfred | 
Columbus 
Portſmouth 
org 15 ordinary nikon ſhip 
1 ö converted into an armed 
Defence veſſel; which did not an- 
ſwer the purpoſe, and there- 
| | fore never was at ſea, 
Andre Doria 3 , _ > 
ROY. | aken y a frigate © rd 
Cabot 7 16 Howe's by + YE 
Northampton 14 | 
Hornet "mo 
Waſp Io 
Fig; co 0D | 
wb each, buflt for river ſervice 


13 3 1 FOG 2 & 2} only, and incapable of g0- 
| ing toſea, | 


1 1 757 the following n were added 
to the above liſt: N 


The Randolph 26 {* he tl 


- Taken by Sir George Collier 
The Hancock 32 1 near Newfoundland in 1777. 


by | Providence 
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; i Guns. 

Providence 32 

Virginia 173 28 l 1 Emerald 1 frigate 
Cumberland 24 

Boſton _ a 28 

Ranger "a 


D elawar e 1 „Fhiladelphia .. 


The Waſhington 36 1 CE 


nts Effingham 24 | Theſe veſſels wa not built 
* 3555 „ Fo and fitted out until the lat- 
Provincial Ship 16 ter part of 1777. They 


- Bc. NE + | had never been at fea, when 
Race Horſe | 40 | the army arrived at Phila- 
Schooner 8 ö delphia; and were either 
81 | 3 >} burnt by the Rebels imme- 

00P 8 | . diately after the. taking of 
> ih "PD Mud Iſland Fort, or in the 
Brig Packet 6 expedition commanded by 
4 Xebecks, each 10 » _ Lieutenant-colonel * Mait- 
land, in the Spring n 
2 Fireſhips | | upto Trentown, TOES 
2 Floating Batteries. y. Mp ts 5 N 


Added to this, that their ports and has 
bours, when you arrived, were, for the moſt 
part, naked, without fortifications or can- 
non *. Nor en they, Procure the latter, 

except 


* Ig great was the ſcarcity of. canron in North America, be- 
fore they were permitted. to import them from France;- that the 
Congreſs were obliged: to dig up the old cannon, in the dif 
mantled frentier poſts, which were placed there in the Jaſt war 
as a defence againſt the Indians; and with theſe, worthleſs as 

3” | | . ..» they 


{Toe by Lord Conti at 


laſt wary to lupply the reſt. 


„ 


69 
except from foreign parts. Immenſe re- 
wards were offered for caſting them; but 


their metal was too brittle, or their work- 


men unſkilful. Their powder was of their 
own ange ae and very inferior in 
amen; . 15 


While the General was eariyiniy on bis 
operations within the country, it was ex- 
pected that, with a force ſo great, your Lord- 
ſhip would have diſtreſſed the Rebels without, 
by deſtroying their ſhips of war, blocking 
up their harbours, and cutting off their fo- 
reign ſupplies: Should it be aſked, how you 
have complied with theſe. expectations, what 
anſwer would you make? With all this im- 
menſe force, what plans did you contrive to 
annoy your feeble enemy? What ports did 
you block up? What veſſels of war did you. 
deſtroy or take? or what foreign ſupplies did 
you cut off from * I. is unfortu- 


they were, to ft out a part of their navy. The whole conti- 
nent of America was ranſatked for all the old wofthleſs cannon 
which had been made uſe of by the American ptivateers in the 
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nate, my Lord, that your communications 


with Government have not been laid before 
the Public. Had that been done, we might 


poſſibly have learned from yourſelf your own 
exploits, However, if we have not theſe 
communications to ſhew what your Lordſhip 
did, it is impoſſible to conceal from us what 


pour Lordſhip might have done, and did not; - 
and it is probable we may, upon enquiry, 
arrive at material poſitive truths by negative 


I do "BE intend, my Lord, to trace your 
naval manceuvres in detail. I ſhall content 
myſelf with holding up to your Lordſhip 
and the public a mirror, in which may be 


ſeen the great outlines of your conduct. As 


to naval expeditions, I never heard of one at- 


tempted or even projected, although it is 


undeniably true, that there was no harbour 
between Boſton and Charleſtown 'that could 
have reſiſted, with ſucceſs, two of your 
larger and two of your middle-ſized veſſels; 


and that there were many, in which their 


armed and trading veſſels lay, without a ſingle 
gun 


(mm). 


gun on land for their protection: even the 


port of [Boſton remained unfortified until the 


arrival of D*Eſtaing; and the port of Phila- 


delphia was covered only by a half-finiſhed 


battery of ſeven ordinary guns, placed on a 


| flat piece of ground, not higher than the 


margin of the river, until fourteen months 


had elapſed. after your arrival. The. Ports 
of Little and Great Egg Harbour, Wit 
in one day's fail of your head- quarters; 3 


# 
17 
h- 


thoſe of Sinepuxent, Matchapungo, and Rock 


Inlet, within two days fail ; and the ports in 


the Cheſapeał, and the Albemarle Sound, were 
altogether defenceleſs. Theſe were the places 
in which the Rebel naval force was to be 
found, and from which the trade of the 
Middle Colonies was carried on; and it re- 
quired but little of that gallantry you diſ- 


played in the ner war to a them. 


But if the 8 the Rebel ay force 
was not an object of your proweſs, the na- 


tion might have expected that you would at 
leaft have blocked up their ports; and yet 


with all your force, you did not block up 


3 « 
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2 
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* avis: ata any one Colony. The News | 
England roads and harbours, during the 


much greater part of the time of your com- 


mand, were intirely neglected. Here they 
built moſt of their principal veſſels of war, 
fitted out by far the greater number of their 
Privateer, and from hence they traded with 
foreign countries. Their outward bound 


cargoes were indeed of no great value, being 


principally lumber. | No tobacco or indigo 
was to be found on board them; and their 
return cargoes conſiſted chiefly of naval and 
military ſtores; both of them of too ſmall 
value to be worthy of your Lordſhip's atten- 
tion. If a few frigates were ſent to the 
mouth of the Delaware, they were never 
ſeen but once ſo high up as Reedy Iiund, their 


PROPER STATION. And the ports of Little 
and Great Egg Harbours, which ſerved all 


the purpoſes of trade to the merchants of 


Ne Ferſey and Pennſylvania, were left in- 


tirely open. If the like number were ſent 
to the mouth of the Cheſapeak i in ſearch after 
the large ſhips laden with tobacco; the ports 


of * Mate hapungo and Rock Inlet, 
were 


a 


were equally neglected. And if a few veſſels 
of war were cruiſing in ſearch! of the ſhips 
laden with indigo from South Carolina, the 
trade in the Albemarle Sound was an i 
unworthy of your attention. 


i you RY dingt to 0b blocked ny N 
the trade of the Colonies, you might have 
performed it with one-ſixth part of vour 
force. The method you purſued, of ſuffering 
your frigates to lie a ſmall portion of wan 


time within the mouths. of extenſive bays, 
and cruiſing the remainder without, did not 
afford the leaſt proſpect of fucceſs. ' It was, 
indeed, wiſely calculated” to encourage the 
Rebel merchants to load their veſſels, and to 
decoy them out to ſea; and it had theſe er- 
fects. But your principal deſign of "tak- 
ing «them proved, in a great meaſure, un- 
fucceſsful. The captains of the Rebel yeſ- 
ſels were too wiſe not to wait for the fa- 
vourable opportunities. ö Gales and high 
winds often happen in America. Tbeſe, 
as often, blew your cruiſing frigates off the 
coaſts, and opened a paſſage for the Ame- 
rican veſſels. 
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It was the practice of your cruiſers to re- 
main generally at ſea; and when they wanted 


water or freſh proviſions, to ſail a ſmall 


diſtance up the bays. Here the loyal inha- 
bitants ſupplied them in the night with every 


article which the country produced, at the 


loweſt prices. During their ſtay the Rebel 
veſſels never dared to ſtir out of their har- 
bours. But, howmuchſoever preventing the 


failing of their veſſels might diftreſs the Re- 
bels, it was unprofitable to your cruiſers. 


They, therefore, ſoon returned to ſea, and 
the Rebel captains were always ready with 


| their loaded veſſels to take the advantage of a 


gale of wind, and in general avoided the 


King 8 ſhips. However, a few were. taken 
going out, and ſome on their return. To 


avoid this, the veſſels belonging to the 
merchants of Phiiadelpbia put into Little 
Egg Harbour, on the Jerſey coaſt; and 


thoſe belonging to Maryland and Virgi- 


nia into Sinepuxent, Matchapungo, Rock In- 
let, or Albemarle Sound. Here they diſ- 
charged their cargoes of naval and military 
ſtores and merchandize. F rom Egg Harbour 

theſe 


4 0,1. 

theſe effects were ſiornsd by land fifty 
miles to Philadelphia; from Sinepuxent, 
Mate hapungo, and Rock Inlet, over land to 
the Che/apeak, and thence acroſs that bay in 
 ſhallops to Virginia, and the weſtern ſhore of 

Maryland. From the Albemarle Sound, they 
| paſſed up to South Quay, and from thence by 
land to Suffolk on Nanſemond river. Here 
they were again put into ſhallops, and tranſ- 
ported to all parts of the Middle Colonies. 


In the year 1777, the Middle Colonies did 
not furniſh ſalt ſufficient for Waſhington's 
troops to eat with their meals, and much leſs 


to falt end proviſions - 5. ke the open trade 
| you 


In 1776 and 177, the Rebels were in the. greateſt diſtreſs 
from the want of ſalt. It fold in Pennſylvania from 301. to 
401. per buſhel, when their money had not depreciated more 
than 200 per cent, So that this commodity, which before 
the rebellion was commonly bought for 15 d. to 20 d. now fold 
from 151. to 20 l. in curreney of the ſame value. This ſearcity 
| Induced them to erect ſalterns. But the ſmall quantities pro- 

duced were of ſo inferior a quality, as not to anſwer the purpoſe 
of preſerving the meat for the uſe of their army. It ſoon be- 
came putrid. The army was fed with freſh meat and vegetables, 
which, added to their want of clothing, in the opinion of their 
ableſt phyſicians, produced the extreme mortality under which 
. | * E not 


| 0 26 ) 


you permitted up the Albemarle Sound, the 
people of North Carolina were furniſhed with 
large quantities of ſalt; and that country 
abounding in hogs, Waſhington's Commiſ- 
ſary laid up at Suffolk his magazines of ſalt 
proviſions. From hence through the mouth 
of Nanſemond, and up the Che/apeak, they 
were carried to the Head of Elk, and from 
- thence in waggons to the VALLEY FORGE. 
Aided by theſe ſupplies, his army was ſaved 
from Jamine; and yet with all the benefit of 
them, he was often ſo much diſtreſſed as to 
be obliged to reduce his men to half allawance, 
The craft in which they were tranſported be- 
ing ſmall, the diſtance great, the roads ex- 
tremely deep in the winter, a CP 
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not leſs than 10,000 periſhed i in the year 1776, and a 9 
number in 1777. | 


The ſalterns were . on che ** coalts, unguarded by 
any force, and eaſily. deſtroyed. But no attempt was made 
until after bis Lordſhip left America. The Vigilant and two 
floops of war, with a ſmall detachment of the army, were ſoon 
' after ſent out, In this little expedition, all the Rebel veſſels in 
Little Egg Harbour, and the contigoous ſalterns, were defixoyed; 
with the Joſs of one man only. Indeed there were no falterns - 
which might not bave been deſiroyed by a lefs force. 
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N 
ton's horſes for the moſt part dead &, they 
could ſcarcely be tranſported in ſuch quan- 
tities as were neceſſary to preſerve his army 


7 


from being we; ogra in want. 47 


All theſe circumſtances were 1 to the 
Britiſh General, and of courſe, we may pre- 


5 we to the N Admiral Fr” The method 


The loſs of Waſhington's horfes was W by the want 
of proviſions. He iſſued a proclamation, ordering the iohabit- 
ants of Pennſylvania to threſh out their grain, and ſupply him 
with it ; but fuch was their averſion to independence, that they 

declined it. See Mr. Galloway s Examination, p. 29. 


+ While the Britiſh General lay at Philadelphia, and Waſh- 
ington at the Yalley-Forge, in a manner deſtitute of proviſions, 
the: following intelligence was brought in by a gentleman of un- 
doubted veracity from Virginia: That Waſhington had wrote to 
Patrick Henry, the Governor of Virginia, deſiring him imme. 
diately to employ Mr. Aylet, a former Commiſſary, who had 
been diſguſted, to purchaſe in Carolina, and the ſouthern parts 
of Virginia, what ſalt proviſions he could, at any price; that 
the army could not ſubſiſt without them. That Aylet was aC» 
cordingly employed, and by his deputies was laying. up large 
quantities; at Smithfield, by George Purdie, Thomas Pierce, and 


Thomas Smith; at Cabin Point, in Surry county, by Archibald 
| Dunlap, and ſeveral other places. Theſe proviſions were or- 


dered to' be collected at Suffolk, on Nas/emond, from thence 


tranſported in boats to the Head of Elk, and from thence in wag · 


gons to the VAILET Force. That theſe places were all de- 
n and acceſſible up James river. That the proviſions 
| 8 | might 


by 


/ 
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by which this ſupply might have been pre- 


vented was pointed out; nor would it have 
been attended with either difficulty or dan- 
ger. A ſingle frigate ſtationed at the Tangier 
Hands, and another at the mouth of Nanſe- 


mond, with two ſmall armed veſſels, or ten- 


ders, cruiſing up James River, would have 


totally obſtructed the navigable part of the 


tranſportation. As to the carriage by land, 


the diſtance, which is four hundred miles, 


was ſo great , waggons and horſes in that 


country ſo ſcarce, and the roads in the winter 
ſo impaſſable, that it was utterly impractica- 
ble. And yet no frigates were ſent to the 


Tangiers or Nanſemond, and by this. neglect 
Waſhington's army was benevolently ed 
from ruin. | 


- might be ant deſtroyed by a few men, as ſeveral of the loyaliſts 


would aſſiſt in it. That there was no ſtanding militia in theſe 


parts. And further, that a frigate, and two or three ſmall arm- 


ed boats, cruifing up James river, and near the mouth of Nanſe- 
mond, would effectually prevent the water tranſportation ; and 


that the land-carriage was utterly impradlicable in the winter 


and ſpring. | 

1 Ic may be remembered, that the whole Colony of Virginia 
could not ſupply General Braddock with horſes and carriages to 
tranſport the neceſſaries of his army from Alexandria to Fort Pitt, 
They were furniſhed by Pennſylvania, 5 


r _ 
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It was impoſſible for a man of your Lord 


ſhip? s penetration not to diſcover, that cruiſ- 
ing at ſea, and taking by chance a Rebel 
veſſel, although it might help to mend your 
fortune, it could not cut off either their na- 


val or military ſtores, or ruin their com- ; 


merce, the only effectual means in your 
power of ſuppreſſing the rebellion. Had 


you after this diſcovery changed your plan, 


and adopted others, which a ſmall ſhare of 


naval ſkill muſt have ſuggeſted ;' ſuch as 
ſeeking for, and deſtroying their veſſels in'theit 
ports, or blocking up the roads to and from 


their - harbours, we might have found an 


apology for your firſt miſtake: but to per- 
ſevere in an error, during the | ſpace | of two 
years, when every week diſcovered its Koll; 
is not to be  Jultiied. „ veal 3 


That their naval force 400 merchant hips 
might have been deſtroyed with little diſh- 
culty or riſk, has been already ſhewn ; we 
will next examine the practicability of effec- 
tually ſtopping up their harbours. 


Every 


n ( 99.) 
ö Every American harbour of the leaſt mer- 


eantile importance might have been ſo warch- 
| ed with: a fixth part of your force, as to have 
| prevented the tfcape of a ſingle veſſel of 


1 conſaquence.': The oer rwhiliarh parts, for 
more abundant: caution, might have been 
employed in cruiſing off che coaſts; and the 
* remaining three · ſiths been artendant on the 
axmy. Had yon directed two of your fri- 

gates to remain conſtantly in the Delaware, 
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k | the one at Bumbo Hook, and the other at 
nd Reedy NMand ; three in the Che/apeak, ore 


4 ol them in Hampror Road}, another in Mock» 
5 jack Bay, at the mouth of York River; and 
ij the third af the Tangier Mandi, oppofite the 
mouth of Potomacſ 4 and by Abi one 


4 s / Theſe frigates. tr have entirely bitrate 0 the ne | 
„ | "ol of the Dwaware. | o 

1 + A frigate at Hampton Road would 'bave- deres all 
if 5 vellcl coming, io or going out of Chefapeak Bar. 


1 A frigate. Rationed at the Tangiers, with a 3 cruiſing 
8 | up and down the bay, would: Have prevented all communication 
8 between the Weſtern ſhore of the Chrſapeat,, and the ports of 
' Matchapungo, Rock Inlet, and Sinepuxent, on the Eaſtern ſea- 
118 coaſt, and all. the inland navigation up and down that bay, 
_ and cat off thoſe ſupplies wirh which Waſtrington's army was 
if continually furniſned from North Carolina, and the Southern 
1 | g parts of Virginia. See note, p. 14. : 
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at Collifon's Mand, in Albemarle Sound K 


and another at the mouth of Egg Harbour, 


you "muſt have intirely blocked up every port 


in the Colonies of New Jerſey, Pennſylvania, 
Maryland, Virginia, and the northern parts 


in like manner, the harbours of New Eng- 
land and South Carolina, the whole commerce 


of the revolted Colonies muſt have ceaſed, 
Their army and navy muſt have been ruin. 


ed, from an utter impraQticability of Pro- 


curing for them the neceſſary proviſions, 
clothing and military ſtores. Their produce 


muſt have periſhed on their hands. The 
people themſelves would have been made 


wiſe by their diftrefſes; and i in ſpite ol all 


4 A very extenſive bbb is carried on up this Sound- The 
merchants of Maryland and Virginia ſend their country product 
down in craft to S felt, on Nan/emond ; from thence it is carried. 
in waggons to South Quay, above Choaban: ferry, where their 
veſſels take it in, and proceed down Chowan River, and 


through the Sound to the Ocean, Their return cargoes ate 


brought back from South Quay in the ſame carriages, Upwards 


of three hundred veſſels came up this Sound, arid returned with 


their cargoes in the year 1777 to feed the rebellion, although a 
ſingle frigate at Collifon' 5 Mand, or | Powell's Fins would have 


poem ted it. 


your 


a £ "4 
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of North Carolina, And had you added to 
this plan, eight more veſſels to have watched, 


6320 


your Brother's inactivity and miſconduct, 
the rebellion muſt have fallen under 1 its own 


folly and imbecillity. 


| Theſe hte my Lord, are not chi- 
merical; they are truths evident to every 


ſkilful American mariner: and they will 
appear to be ſo to every European of judg- 
ment, who will examine the charts of the 
American coaſts. And were I to appeal to 
the experience of the uninfluenced mariners 


under your Lordſhip” 8 command, they alſo 
muſt pronounce them truths. For it is a well 
known fact, that while a ſingle frigate lay 


within the mouth of the Delaware or Che- 
Japeak, the Rebel veſſels did not attempt to 


paſs; the improbability of their eſcape ef- 


fectually prevented them from adventuring it. 


How much more ſo muſt it have been, had 
your frigates been conſtantiy ſtationed in 


their Proper places! 


My Lord, you EDS or 3 to 1 


known, becauſe every ſenſible American could 
have told = that from the Eqftern Ports, 


and 
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life. By; Which means alone they were 
nabled to inereaſe their navyy t furniſh and! 


ſupport their army, and to keep the people, 


diſarmed as they were; from riſiug in Opp 
ſition to their tyrannical Yn eee OS... 
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Fou know, my Lord, ch at 00 oben 
raiſes all the materials neceſſary t6 bild aud 
fit out a ſhip. If- the Northern have timber 


Middle bee ia and "hemp, they babe ait 
Phan ut, — not iro; None of 
them have canvas for fails, nor 4 Tufficient _ 
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foreign countries: 


him to reaſon : and yet you neither deſtroyed 


it up in their harbours. Lou ſuffered chem, 


) 


ſalterns; and ſuch was its quality, that it 
would not preſerve their meat from putre- 


faction. Of rum, wine; fugars, and molaſſes, 


they have none. Of clothing, they have not 
the materials to manufacture one tentli part 
of what is neceſſary to a comfortable” exiſt- 
ence. Of cannon, they had little, nor have 
they been able to manufacture more! Their 


| powder: was bad f and they could not find 


artiſts ſufficient to furniſſi them with muſ- 


quets to ſupply their army. Erom tlieſe cir- 


cumſtances, their naval and land force, and 
the ſubſiſtence of the rebellion, depended on a 


conſtant trade with each _— and: With 
| 4 7 1 200 47] 

17 * 4 1 were 3 they 
were vincible. The deſign of war is to diſ- 
treſs an enemy, and by that diſtreſs to reduce 


their naval foree in their ports, nor blocked 


almoſt at pleaſure, to traverſe the og n, to 
ſeize the Britiſh veſſels in the European and 
We Indian ſeas, to capture the Britiſh tranſ- 


ports 
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— in the very places where Nr —- 


ought to have been. cruiſing, and even in the 
Daumen, un a few miles of n fleet. 


Fas ſuffered {4 Rebel ——— to carry 
a conſtant and extenſive trade from all their 
ports, and even from Egg Harbour, within 
twenty leagues of your head quarters. And 
when the Loyaliſts at New York, enraged at 
your inactivity, and the loſſes they daily ſuſ- 
tained, offered to deſtroy the Rebel ſhips in 
that port, provided you would give them per- 
. miſſion, with A ſmall ſhare of your afliſtance 
but they were. not obtained. In ſhort, my 
Lord, you {ſuffered the Rebels to import what 
ever was neceſſary to relieve their diſtreſs, and 
to e Tone was pen to __ 2 


While 2 were * exploging ho * 
* your command without energy or 
effect, there was ſomething yet more unac- 
' cquntable, in your conduct. Your influence 
was made uſe of to ſuppreſs che cal and exer- 
tions of others in the ſervice of your country. 
The facts are: The Rebels were continually 
. aut privateers in almoſt all their 


7 2 | ports. 
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ports. Theſe were conſtantly intercepting 


the Britiſh merchandize in the European as 
well as the American ſeas. In conſequence 


of this, in the month of April 1777, autho- 


rity from the Admiralty was ſent over to the 
King's Governors in America, to grant to 


his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects the like commilſ- 
ſions againſt the people in rebellion: ' Many 
of theſe: Loyaliſts who had taken refuge un- 


der the protection of your Lordſhip and your 


Brother, and who had ſaved from the wrecks 
- of their confiſcated eſtates a ſmall portion of 
them, were deſirous of aſſiſting the Crown in 
ſuppreſſing the rebellion. Many of theſe 
applied to the Governors for thoſe commiſ- 
ſions, and many privateers would have been 
immediately fitted out, could they have been 
obtained. But through your influence and in- 


terference, thoſe commilſi ons were refuſed. The 
- zeal and proffered ſervices of his Majeſty's 
faithful ſubjects in the Colonies were ſuppreſſ- 


ed the orders of your Sovereign through 
the Admiralty were ſuperſeded and the Re- 


bel privateers permitted to commit their pi- 


racies on the Britiſi merchandiſe wherever 
they could find it, and even to ſeize your own 
ſupplies on the coaſt you was ſent to guard. 


In 


19) 


In vain, my bed will you attempt! to 
Hindi a conduct ſo unjuſt and extremely 
impolitic; unjuſt in reſpect to injured and 
ſuffering individuals, and extremely impolitic 
in reſpect to the object of your truſt and the 
welfare of your country. The reaſon, and the 
oo reaſon aſſigned, is an apprehenſion i in your 

ordſhip, that the privateers would take from 
— fleet under your command the ſeamen ne- 
ceſſary to fight and navigate it. My Lords 
you and your Brother had an abſolute com- 
mand in the American ſeas, and within the 
Britiſh lines. You had it in your power to 
iſſue out what orders, and to carry into exe- 
cution what regulations you pleaſed. No 
pri vateer could paſs out of any port in your 
poſſeſſion without your conſent, and none 
would have dared to diſobey your orders; or 
if they had, you might have ſeized every ſea- 
man belonging to your fleet ſo taken; and, 
moreover, have made an example of the de- 
linquent Captain. Nothing, therefore, was 
neceſſary to remove this objection, but a Pro- 
clamation prohibiting, the Captains of Privs· 
ters from taking Britiſh ſeamen, Ca. 
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However, my Lord, although you could 
yot perceive the great advantage which his 


Majeſty's ſervite would receive from the aid 
of theſe letters of mart, it was evident to 


others.” Four immediate ſucceſſor took the 
proper meaſures to prevent the deſertion of 


the Britiſh: ſeamen. _ And your influence 
cexhng, with your reſignation, the ſame Go- 
vernor *, who had been prevented by it from 
obeying. the orders of your Sovereign, no 
longer heſitated to grant commiſſions of mart, 


and to give every encouragement to che laud- 


able efforts of his loyal American ſubjects. 
Upwards of forty veſſels were immediately 
ready to receive their commiſſions; and many 
more were fitted out with the greateſt expe- 


dition. A proclamation was iſſued to en- 


courage the well. affected mariners to deſert 
the Rebel country, and the Rebel ſervice; ; 
and it had its effect; inſomuch that not lets 


than 7000 men were ſoon employed i in the 
letters. of mart againſt. the enemy. Very 


different was the eondu&t .of theſe Loyaliſts, 
who wiſhed to ſerve their country as well as 


® Governor Tryon, 
them- 


. TC #9) 


ende the praQtics of your Des, 
They fought the enemy wherever he wits! 
to be found! They did nt content Ain 
ſelves with cruiſing at ſea; and mucke for! 
the rich trading veſſels. The Rebel ni 


privateera were eqqually object of their 
ptoweſs and purſuit. They entered the rivers 
and ſeized the rebel veſſels; armed and un- 


armed, in theit very posts. They made, and 
brought into New. Tork, in te ſpace of a fe 
months; upwurds of ons bundrtd and fifty 
cupturei, of the value of two hundred and 


fifty thouſand" pounds Sierlm; and reilth⸗ 
performed more effbctual ſervice u, in"difttels 


fing the enemy, and retucing the rebelſion, 
in fix months, than'was done in rave. Jears by 


my ie OE force of your whole fleet. : "I 
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* „ Linee- ks Lordfhip's reGywanich, dhe hebel navy Mas been, 
in a great meaſure, deſtroyed by the ſmmall Britiſh force res 
ara in America, and the privateers ſent out, from New 
Vork. Their navy, which confilled, at the time of his Lord: 
ſhip's departure, of thirry' veſſels, is now reduced to eight: 
And the number of privateers fitted gut in New England - 
amounting to an hundred and upwards, is now leſs than forty, 
The prices of all ſbreign neceffiries and articles of commerce, 
are raiſed more than 200 per cent. encluſive of the - depre= 
ciation of their money, And ſo: great is the viſtꝭ of their trade, 
that no anime can be procured ir in America, | 
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One inſtance more among many of the 


ſame complexion! with the laſt, deferves to be 
relatec. While you w- at Philadelphia, a 


plan was propoſed; to you by a number of 


Loyaliſts, ro deſtroy the Rebel. forte in their! 
ports; Theſe loyaliſts were well ſkilled in 


naval affairs, were perfectiy acquainted with; 
every American harbour, and were men of 


tried ſpirit, and gallautny. A number of 


gallies built at Philadelphia, and taken from 


the enemy, were unmanned, nor had you ſu- 
pernumerary mariners to navigate and fight. 
them. Theſe Gentlemen. offered. a three 


| Delaware of the foroe. then. —— hs - 
ſupplies of proviſions from the country, and 


even taking the clothing and proviſions ſent 
from Europe for the army and navy; and to 
deſtroy the trade and naval force at Egg Har- 
bour,” and in the other ports along the coaſts, 
provided you would give them the command 
of theſe uſeleſs gallies. Of this propoſal you 
yourſelf approved. Tour orders were iſſued 
for raiſing the men. One of the gentlemen 


raiſed his number in leſs than a week, an- 


other nearly ſo, and all would have ſucceeded 


(41 ) 
in a forthight. But this rapid fucceſs, in- 
ſtead of encouraging, ſeemed totally to ſub- 
vert the deſign. Your orders were ſuddenly- 
withdrawn; the captains and mariners were 
diſmiſſed. The Rebel trade, as before, was 
continually carried on. Your ſupplies were 
ſeized, add nothing was ane to RI 
vent it. Fa + 


It will be difficult to find a reaſon to 
Juſtify a conduct ſo inconſiſtent with the ſer- 
vice you was ſent to perform. The one 
aſſigned cannot anſwer that end. Several of 
the inferior officers of the navy, it ſeems, 
murmured at ſeeing. the captains of theſe- 
gallies holding a commiſſion above them. 
This was the oſtenſible reaſon, while many 
thought another was the true one. The 
officers did not wiſh to ſee others gaining 
the emoluments which muſt have been the 
reſult of theſe expeditions. My Lord, you 
knew that the Loyaliſts wiſhed not to com- 
mand a ſingle officer in the navy. They 
had their own officers, and had no objection 
to be commanded themſelves. They deſired 
ot any promotion in the navy. Their zeal 
and loyalty prompted them to ſerve their 

G country 
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country for a time, under your direction; 
and when that ſervice was performed, to re- 
tire to their private ſtations. They did not 
wiſh to break into the line of naval prefer- 
ment. The inferior officers. of the navy had 
it not in their power to raiſe the men. They 
were ſtrangers in the port, and without in- 
fluence; yet they would neither do the buſi- 
neſs themſelves, nor permit others to per- 
form it. Vout Lordſhip, paid a ſhameful 
reſpect to their murmurs, and facrificed this 
important ſervice to their unreaſonable and 
znterefied humours. Indeed, it is difficult to 
determine, whether in the naval or in the 
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„ land ſervice greater diſcouragement was given 
i bi to the tendered ſervices" of the faithful Ame- 
Þ ricans. In both, the ſpirit of loyalty was ſup- 
Ei preſſed, and would hive been utterly extin- il 
9 guiſhed, if it had not been fixed i in a reliance | 
1 on its Sovereign, which no policy or dif- 
1 culties could ſhake. i Eh : 


"Your motives to this extraordinary con- ch 
duct as yet reſt in ſpeculation. We are at a fa 
lofs to determine to what cauſe to impute it. 
Some who are acquainted with the favourable or 
ſentiments you entertained of the American I 

; reſiſtance, 
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reſiſtance, impute it to a tenderneſs: towards 
your American brethren. Others, to a con- 
: nection with Oppoſition, and a reſolution aſ- 
ſumed before your departure to fruſtrate 
every meaſure of the preſent Adminiſtration, 
and thereby to bring them into diſ. grace with 
your Sovereign and the nation *. Others 
ſhrewdly ſuſpect, that «your poverty and 
* not. your will conſented.” They fay, that 
: it was obvious to all, and therefore it muſt 
b | have occurred to your Lordſhip, - that had 
| you, on your arrival, deſtroyed the Rebel 
ſhips in their ports, or effectually blocked up 
their harbours, no. valuable captures of to- 
bacco or indigo could have fallen to the ſhare 
of the Britiſh Admiral. And there are others | 
who fear, that all theſe formed one great ag- 


It is a fat well known to Lorna gentlemen now in Lon- 
don, that the Printers within the Britiſh lines were forbid by the 
General to publiſh any thing which ſhould reflect on the Oppoſi- 
tion to Government. It was a remarkable circumſtance, that 
the characters, and conduct of Oppoſition ſhould be held fo 
ſacred within the Britiſh lines, as not to be liable to diſcuſſion, 
whilſt, in every other part of the Britiſh dominions, the conduct 
of Government, and even of Majeſty itſelf, is canvaſſed in terms 
of inſalt and abuſe, However, though ſtraws and feathers are light 
things, they ſhow us with certainty which way the wind blows. 


G 2 gregate 
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grepate of motives to Rum Lordſhip's cont 
duct. 7216 


. 


I will not, my Lord, paſs any deciſive 
ſtrictures on your conduct at Rhode Iſland. 
You there met D*Eſtaing with a force which 
you muſt have thought more than neceſſary 
to defeat him, or you was not juſtifiable in 
detaching from your ſquadron the Nabob 
and Supply to the Weſt Indies; nor in leav- 
ing the Leviathan at New York. Your 
fleet was completely manned by many vo- 
lunteer ſeamen, in high health and ſpirits, 
panting for action. Your enemy had been at 
ſea upwards of three months. Many of his 
mariners were dead, and many afflicted with 
a putrid diſtemper. On ſight of your fleet, 
compelled by neceſſity, he boldly came out 
to give you battle. Your Lord/hip flipped 
your cables, and ran from your enemy, It is 
| ſaid, you were maneuwvring for 4 wind, in- 
tending to give him battle, and that a ſtorm 
prevented it: this may be poſſible. However, 
your ſubſequent conduct does not appear 
clear of reprehenſion. The ſtorm drove both 
| | 5 x the 
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the fleets to the weſtward. . Yours was foon 
collected at Sandy Hook: no ſhips: were 
miſſing. The Apollo frigate of 32 guns was 
indeed diſabled, and the Ardent of 64 guns 
bad loſt her mizen-top-maſt. But you was 
joined by the Monmouth f 64 guns, and had 
the Leviathan mounting 44 guns to ſupply 
their places. Your enemy ſuffered much 
more, and was in ftrength greatly reduced, 
The Languedoc of 84 guns was diſmaſted, 
her rudder loſt, and rendered uſeleſs in battle. 
The Marſeilles of 74 guns was diſmaſted, 
The Cz/ar of 74, which met with the At of 
50 guns, was beaten and diſabled, and would 
have been taken if two other veſſels of the 
French ſquadron had not come up to her aſ- 
ſiſtance. Theſe diſabled veſſels, with a part 
only of D'Eſtaing's fleet, lay eight days 
within twenty leagues of your whole force, 
Of all this you had the beſt intelligence. 
Your Lordſhip's force was now greatly ſupe- 
rior, But on this, as on every other occa- 
fion, the ſame indolence and ination marked 
your conduct. Yau contented yourſelf with 
ſending the gallant Wallace to watch the mo- 
tions of the FEM. This officer followed. 
5 them 
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them to Rhode "Iſland, and brought you in 
4 telligence they were off that harbour. After 
his arrival you leitered two days before you 
ſailed in purſuit. By this unaccountable de- 
lay, you ſuffered your enemy to tow the 
Languedoc, without a maſt or rudder, and 
his other diſabled ſhips, from the ſouthward 
of your ſtation into the port of Boſton, And 
| conſidering their diſabled and diſtreſſed ſitu- 
atian, you calculated time with ſu much pre- 
ciſion, as to allow them only ſufficient to do 
it, a few hours before your arrival off that 
harbour. Why, my Lord, did you not em- 
brace this opportunity ſo favourable, and ſo 
providentially put into your hands? You 
muſt have deſtroyed your enemy, and pre- 
vented his ſubſequent- exploits in the Weſt 
Indies, ſo miſchievous to your country. Do- 
minica, St. Vincent's, and the Grenades 
would have yet remained .the territories of 
Britain, and the Britiſh fleet ſuperior in the 
ed ſeas to that of her united ENEMIES, 


But why ſhould I dwell on theſes na- 
tional misfortunes, ariſing from the in- 
dolence and miſconduct of your Lordſhip 


and 


5 
* * 5 
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| and your Brother, when ſo many others re 
main to be told others almoſt too great fer 
deſcription. Britain is now groaning under 

the immenſity of their weight, and yet their 
progreſs is not ſtopped; one evil, ever ſur- 
paſſing in magnitude the laſt; flows: out af 
another in continual ſucceſſion: nor is it poſ- 
ſible for the wiſeſt of men to tell when or 
where they will end. Had you, my Lord, 
deſtroyed the Rebel force in their defenceleſs 
ports; had you ſtopped up their harbours, 
and cut off their foreign, military ſtores; or: 
had you, with one- eighth part of your forces 
aſſaulted or only appeared on the New Eng- 
land coaſts, ready to aſſault them when Gene- 
ral Burgoyne was attempting to paſs to Al- 
bany, the Rebel army would have been def 
titute of the means of war; their militia 
could not have been raiſed againſt him; ; vou 
would have reſcued a; Bruiſh army from 
paſſing under the diferaceful yoke of rebellion; 
you would have ſaved that army, and, with, 
it the honour, of your country, and laid a. 
| ſure foundation for the ſpeedy reduction of 
America. The minds of men, no longer 
blinded by intereſted miſrepreſentations, plain- 


ly 


( 48 ) is 


ly perceive, that out of our mitfortune at S 
* ratoga, every ſubſequent public evil has na- 


tutally ariſen, It was that misfortune which 
produced the allianee . between France and 
America. It was that misfortune which drew 
D'Eftaing to America, compelled: the Britiſh 


cabinet to order the evacuation of Philadel- 


phia, and to withdraw a part of the troops. to 
the Weſt Indies ; and it was that misfortune 
which has involved your unhappy country 
in a war with two powetful enemies, and 
in every foreign and domeſtic evil under 


which it now labours. For it is now 
univerſally agreed, that had your Lordſhip | 


and your Brother ſaved the northern army, 


which you had abundant power to do, the —- 
rebellion, then in its infant ſtate, muſt have 


been ſuppreſſed ; the war with France and 
Spain had not happened; and, what is yet 
of more moment to the peace and ſafety of 


the empire, that faction which is daily diſ- 


tracting the councils of ſtate, and wrenching 
aſunder the union of power which is neceſſary 
to its ſafety, would now hide its monſtrous 
head in the dark cells of its own folly and 
on. 


While 


— — 


6 nal act. 


(4) 


While theſe Aridtures are drawn from me 
by the powerful incentives of public juſtice: 
and love of my country, unmixed with the 
leaſt perſonal malignity towards your Lord- 
ſhip, 'T cannot help lamenting the occaſion. 


for them; and that your Lordſhip and your 


| Brother. ſhould have loſt fo. favourable: an 
opportunity of immortalizing your fame. 


Had you, without bloodſhed, .reconciled the 


diſputes between two countries whoſe wel- 
fare and exiſtence depend on their union, 
or had you reduced the obſtinacy of rebellion 
to reaſon and obedience by your military kill 


and valour, your Sovereign, was ready to pour 
rewards of nobi- 


on your heads the Choicel 
lity ; your country to found” your fame from 
pole to pole, with the trumpet of gratitude 


and applauſe; and future hiſtorians would 


never have ceaſed to record with rapture the 
glory of the Two Brothers, till time ſhould 


1 


be no more. 


Upon a careful examination, I am not 


conſcious of having overcharged theſe re- 


marks; and 1 know, that there are many 
= ” * en 


* 
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other facts of the ſame tendency which re- 
main to be told; but the ſubject is too re- 


plete with diſtreſſes of my country, and too 


affecting to your Lordſhip's ſenſibility, for 
me to dwell on with pleaſure. I ſhall, there- 
fore, take my leave, requeſting only, that 


if you cannot, after perufal of theſe ſtriAures, 


think I am your Lordihip's friend, that you 
will believe me to be, whavT truly . 
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